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If you can think of any other tips and tricks for looking after 

your trees (plants and shrubs too), contact us via social media 

or email us at info@birminghamtreepeople.org, especially if 

you’re interested in getting involved in one of our activities. 

Welcome to our first newsletter for urban 

forest volunteers in Birmingham. We are 

really pleased to have Katy Hawkins join 

us as our new Engagement Officer, and 

Charley McDermott as our new  

Communications Officer. This is a big 

step for Birmingham TreePeople, that will 

enable us to plant more trees, work with 

new people to raise awareness, and protect 

more of Birmingham's trees. We have the 

second Level 2 Arboriculture course 

currently running, and we are about to 

undertake a part of a nationwide iTree 

survey, where the volunteers will survey 

450 random plots. Lots to do! 

 

✓ Check the soil moisture regularly. You can 

do this by sticking your finger into the soil 

a few inches. If the soil is dry to the touch, 

it's time to water. Water deeply and 

infrequently. 

✓ Water in the early morning or evening. This 

will help prevent the water from 

evaporating quickly. 

✓ Water the soil, not the leaves. The leaves 

don't need water as much as the roots do, 

and watering the leaves can spread disease. 

✓ Use a soaker hose or drip irrigation system. 

These methods deliver water slowly and 

evenly, which helps prevent runoff. 

✓ Mulch around the tree – mulch helps to 

retain moisture in the soil and suppress 

weeds. 
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Ian McDermott showing Tonia Clark the next tree to be 

plotted on the map, so Deanne Brettle could plot them 

using TreePlotter. 

Handsworth Park during the plotting 

http://www.birminghamtreepeople.org.uk/


4 | Birmingham Roots, Issue 01 

 

This BTP newsletter, Birmingham Roots, is a monthly informative newsletter for our emailing list, and is also available to download on 
the Newsletter page as one of our blog (Shade of The Canopy) subsections. The fortnightly flyer, The Droplet, is also available. 

Website: www.birminghamtreepeople.org.uk | Facebook: /birminghamtreepeople 
Twitter: @BhamTreePeople | Instagram: @birminghamtreepeople 

 
 

 

 

 

’ :

?

BTP Trustees Steve Watson and Julianne Statham, with one of 

our newest volunteers, Dr. Delightful 

One of the 

BTP trustees 

who gave a 

talk, Ian 

McDermott, at 

Birmingham 

Central 

Mosque for 

Let’s talk   

about trees 
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We look forward to the next one! Thank you to 

Ian and Ben for delivering the training and 

continuing to imbue volunteers with 

knowledge.  
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Volunteers at the practical training session 

Volunteers taking the pre-class with Ian before doing the practical 

session work in the garden 
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